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MUSINGS FROM "THE BRASS CHECK"

THJ^RE are billows on i\ie ocean which
will never break on the beach ; there

are thoughts in many hearts never to

be pnt into speech. But what of the

waves that do fling themselves on the-

coast, and the superfluity of ideas pouring from
heart and mind? Have all brought something

new' before the eager eye ? The ansM^er is trite.

Some have and the others have not. So it is

with books. True, too true it is, there are

books, and books of books, but their purposes

are oftentimes obscure, ^-'':''-'[:---y';:X::!^:'f''-:

This obscurity of purpose has again and
again cost many a teardrop, many a sleepless

-night, and too often a life-long feud^—a strife so

vindictive as to pass beyond the grave,:; ;

Upton Sinclair wrote a book not many years

back and he named it "The Brass Check"—

a

title which is so repulsive, so repugnant to our

better wit when its origin is explained. Yet,

• io not judge prematurely. Perhaps the writer

may by his endeavors show at the same time its

value and its own shortcomings. Sinclair in-

tends that this book be a study of American
journalism.

It seems that a refined young man at one time

listened to a candidate for district attorneyship

in some metropolis in the United States, The
speaker certainly knew how to move the mind.

He realized that while at some times man is a

I'f^asoning creature, he is at all times subject to

temperament. Daring this orator's explana-

!ion of the one great evil in social life which
imys its millions every year to the police of a

r;Teat city^ men would stand up and shout Avith

indignation, women would faint or weep. The
candidate was swept into office in a tornado of

excitement and did what such pedagogues do

—

that is, nothing.
While the candidate was carrying on his

campaign, he would, at the opportune time, pre-

sent for view the one thing symbolizing a sin

—

a yellow bit of metal—a brass check. So it is

thus that Upton Sinclair obtained his idea to

show there is more than one kind of parasite

feeding on human weakness. There is more
than one kind of application to base purposes
which may be symbolized by the brass check.

liy perusing the book titled thusly, we can
discern that Sinclair's indictment of the press

nuiy be summed up under the following three

heads : First, if any man in America has put
himself on recoi'd, as an opponent of Big Busi-

ness, an accuser of the dominant interests, let

him not look for favor—yes, sometimes mercy

from the newspapers. His name reaches the

black list and insidious efforts Avill be forth-

coming to destroy him and his. Second, the

press have an inciirable habit of perverting the

words and actions of speakers and public men.
in other words they are misrepresented system-
atically by false reporting or downright inven-

tion. They lose their reputations through the

i:rinting of such discreditable stuff. Third, the

great financial and industrial interests almost
com.pletely dominate the press. In the cities of

the entire American continent these monetary
powers own the papers, own the owners, or

exert influence over the news columns, a des-

potic power ])y virtue of advertisement patron-

age. This last charge is proved by the over-

whelming immunity enjoyed by the great de-

partment stores in all cities—a very striking

illrstration of power exercised in the journal-

ism of today. ^'^'-''{'./^'[:r\-y'.r/'' :.V':'-:;;.:-
;;"-"

These charges have not been made without
a firm backing. One example will do for the

first charge.

There was a certain successful labor leader
in America who was winning a great strike in

!one of the large cities. The capitalist agents
sought to bribe him but in vain. Finally they
hit upon a scheme. It was decided to ruin him
by m.eans of the corporation's scandal bureau.
It was so carried out that at one o'clock in the
morning the labor leader had been placed in

such a suspicioiis circumstance that he was con-
fronted with a story ready for the press. The
man had a wife, a home, and children. p]ither

they or the strike was his choice. He called it

oft' and the labor union in that section Avent to

pieces.

And Sinclair states the anecdote Avas told
him, not by 'a Socialist, not by an agitator
among Avorkmen, but by a Avell-kiiown U. S. of-

ficial, a prominent Catholic.

i\Iost persons having much to do Avith the
daily events in the social, political or industrial
life, knoAv that the second allegation is only
too certain.

Jn supporting the third assertion, there is

one proof Avhich can be taken from Sinclair's

;, Brass Cheek. v

Several years ago one of the Gimbel broth-
ers, oAvners of d^artment stores in Ncav York,
Philadelphia^-ahd Paris, Avas arrested, charged
AA'ith an infamous crime. He cut his throat and
died. 'In Philadelphia not one neAvsj>aper men-
tioned this happening. At thaffime Gimbel
l^rothers did iiot have a store in Ncav York and


